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As Leaf Area Index (LAI) decreases with the
thinning treatments, snow accumulation on
the ground will increase, while
evapotranspiration (ET) and snow retention in
late spring will decrease.

A change in snow accumulation may be seen
in the stream hydrograph as a change in the
magnitude of the peak flow during peak snow
melt.

Changes in snow retention, may translate to a
change in timing of the recession limb of the
hydrograph and the soil moisture curves.

Changes in ET may effect both the timing
(how quickly base flow is reached or soil dries
out) and the magnitude of late season base
flow in the streams.
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Spring Snowmelt Data — Big Sandy Met
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